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Objectives

To give a history of flood risk and flood defences in Boston
To understand the current risk and consequences of 
flooding in Boston
To understand the impact of Climate Change on flooding in 
Boston
To give an overview of the political and strategic 
framework in which we manage flood risk in Boston
To highlight some of the challenges we face going forward



History of Flooding in Boston



1960s before

History of Flood Defences



1960s after

History of Flood Defences



Sources of flooding



Current Flood Risk



A Changing Climate



A Changing Climate
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Flood & Water Management Act



Flood and coastal erosion risk 
management strategy for England



Lincolnshire Coastal
Study (LCS)

Driven by East Midlands
Regional Spatial Strategy

Insufficient information on 
coastal flood risk

Impact of climate change and 
sea level rise on Lincs Coast

Working in partnership



LCS (completed March 2010 )
Involved all partners
Guided by current policy & plans 
Evidence based on ‘available science so far’
Produced hazard map of coastal flood risk
Concluded with a set of strategic principles

Increasing the safety of people by reducing the 
number of people at risk of flood hazard

Opportunity to develop major employment & business
Allows new housing based on local need
Provides a further evidence base for direction of travel for 
spatial planning 



The Wash Shoreline Management Plan 2

Partners:



The Wash SMP2
Four Policy Development Zones:
PDZ1 - Gibraltar Point toWolferton

Creek
•PDZ2 - Wolferton Creek to South 
Hunstanton
•PDZ3 - Hunstanton Town
•PDZ4 - Hunstanton Cliffs

PDZ1 – Gibraltar Point to Wolferton
Creek:
Epoch 1 – Hold the line
Epoch 2 – Hold the line/Limited 
Managed Realignment
Epoch 3 – Hold the line/Limited 
Managed Realignment



The Witham CFMP



Boston Combined Strategy

Aims to ‘manage the risk from tidal flooding in 
Boston while enabling opportunities for 
regenerating Boston’s waterways’.
To be delivered in five stages, including the 
Boston Barrier/Barrage and the Haven Works



Managing flood risk in the future

Working in partnership with other Flood Risk Management 
Authorities and other key partners to deliver sustainable 
flood risk management solutions
Gap between what we can afford to do with public funds and 
what we can justify.
Seeking contributions from those who benefit most
Working with communities
Taking a managed adaptive approach to mitigating the 
impact of Climate Change



Boston Borough Council Perspective

Practical Considerations
Social Issues
Land Use planning and development
Challenges


